Drake Summer Reading 2011
Writing Prompt

One of the many things we love about summer is that it gives us a chance to read, and we love that reading gives us the chance to experience lives and worlds beyond our own.  With that in mind, we ask you to read one of the following books from the attached list.  Both books are available at local libraries and bookstores.
To account for your reading, and to prepare for book discussions when school starts in August, do the following writing.  All work is due on the first day of school and should be typed, double-spaced.

Devote at least one paragraph to each of the following:

1. Did you like the book?  Why or why not?  Be specific in your answers.

2. Write about the plot.  What is the pattern of events in the story?  How does the author use conflict and crisis to further the plot?  Does the conclusion satisfy you?

3. Write about the setting of the book.  What did you learn about the place and time the author wrote about?

4. Write about the characters in the book.  Who are the main characters, and how does the author develop them?
5. What is the author’s style, or unique way of writing?  For example, you should discuss some of these elements of style:  narration (who tells the story), point of view, tone, imagery, and symbolism.  If you chose to read the graphic novel, elements of style also include drawing style, visual imagery, and the relationship between the pictures and the text.
6. Write about the theme of the book.  In other words, explain the author’s underlying message or idea about life.
Use specific examples from the book as evidence.  Your paper will be read by the teacher and by other members of the class, so display your best thinking and writing.

Drake Summer Reading 2011

Book Choices

City of Thieves – David Benioff
From Publishers Weekly
Author and screenwriter Benioff follows up The 25th Hour with this hard-to-put-down novel based on his grandfather's stories about surviving WWII in Russia. Having elected to stay in Leningrad during the siege, 17-year-old Lev Beniov is caught looting a German paratrooper's corpse. The penalty for this infraction (and many others) is execution. But when Colonel Grechko confronts Lev and Kolya, a Russian army deserter also facing execution, he spares them on the condition that they acquire a dozen eggs for the colonel's daughter's wedding cake. Their mission exposes them to the most ghoulish acts of the starved populace and takes them behind enemy lines to the Russian countryside. There, Lev and Kolya take on an even more daring objective: to kill the commander of the local occupying German forces. A wry and sympathetic observer of the devastation around him, Lev is an engaging and self-deprecating narrator who finds unexpected reserves of courage at the crucial moment and forms an unlikely friendship with Kolya, a flamboyant ladies' man who is coolly reckless in the face of danger. Benioff blends tense adventure, a bittersweet coming-of-age and an oddly touching buddy narrative to craft a smart crowd-pleaser. (May) 
Persepolis – Marjane Satrapi (Graphic Novel)
From Publishers Weekly

      Satrapi's autobiography is a timely and timeless story of a young girl's life under the Islamic Revolution. Descended from the last Emperor of Iran, Satrapi is nine when fundamentalist rebels overthrow the Shah. While Satrapi's radical parents and their community initially welcome the ouster, they soon learn a new brand of totalitarianism is taking over. Satrapi's art is minimal and stark yet often charming and humorous as it depicts the madness around her. She idolizes those who were imprisoned by the Shah, fascinated by their tales of torture, and bonds with her Uncle Anoosh, only to see the new regime imprison and eventually kill him. Thanks to the Iran-Iraq war, neighbors' homes are bombed, playmates are killed and parties are forbidden. Satrapi's parents, who once lived in luxury despite their politics, struggle to educate their daughter. Her father briefly considers fleeing to America, only to realize the price would be too great. "I can become a taxi driver and you a cleaning lady?" he asks his wife. Iron Maiden, Nikes and Michael Jackson become precious symbols of freedom, and eventually Satrapi's rebellious streak puts her in danger, as even educated women are threatened with beatings for improper attire. Despite the grimness, Satrapi never lapses into sensationalism or sentimentality. Skillfully presenting a child's view of war and her own shifting ideals, she also shows quotidian life in Tehran and her family's pride and love for their country despite the tumultuous times. Powerfully understated, this work joins other memoirs-Spiegelman's Maus and Sacco's Safe Area Goradze-that use comics to make the unthinkable familiar. 
